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The Morven Park e s t a t e  cons i s t s  of a large,  complex country house i n  a 
magnificent s e t t i n g  a t  the  base of the southern end of the  Catoctin Mountain 
range. The view of the  mansion with i t s  spacious park and f i e l d s  before it ,  
and the  mountain r i s i n g  abruptly behind, forms one of the  most romantic 
v i s t a s  i n  Virginia.  In  addi t ion t o  the  house and park t he  e s t a t e  has a 
notable boxwood garden and a f i n e  complex of farm buildings, both i n s t a l l ed  
during the  occupancy of Westmoreland Davis. 

The mansion has had a complex development, evolving t o  i t s  present form 
through a s e r i e s  of a l t e r a t i ons  and enlargements. The exact sequence of 
these changes has not been f u l l y  documented, thus the  house's evolution i s  
somewhat conjectural .  The beginning of the ex is t ing  s t ruc tu re  is thought t o  
date from around 1780 with a simple nat ive  f ie lds tone house now incorporated 
i n  the  northwest corner of the  north wing. Though made inconspicuous by 
i t s  stuccoed ex t e r io r ,  t h i s  s t ruc tu re  i s  d iscernible  because i t s  axis  i s  
s l i g h t l y  sh i f t ed  i n  alignment from the r e s t  of the  building. 

In  1808 the  property was acquired by Judge Thomas Swann who around 1830 
erected the  two-story center  portion of the  present house, a s  well  as two 
flanking two-story dependencies. These dependencies may have been attached 
t o  the center  house by passages, giving the house a f ive-par t  Palladian 
scheme, but t h i s  i s  not cer ta in .  L i t t l e  i s  known of the  appearance of 
Judge Swann's house other  than it was b u i l t  of brick.  The i n t e r i o r s  of a l l  
three  sections have been removed i n  l a t e r  a l t e ra t ions .  

Around 1850, Judge Swann's son, Thomas Swann, Jr., engaged the  Baltimore 
a rch i tec tura l  firm of E. G. Lind and William T. Murdock to  provide design 
fo r  an extensive remodeling of the  house. A handsome perspective rendering 
of the  proposed remodeling dated 1851 survives i n  the  possession of Thomas 
Swann's descendant, Mrs. Charles G i l l e t  of Baltimore. The rendering shows 
tha t  the  a rch i tec t s  proposed t o  encase the  ex is t ing  s t ruc tu re  i n  an elabo-
r a t e  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  complex highlighted by four towers ( the pr incipal  
one t o  be some f i v e  s to r iesh igh) .  Further embellishments included fancy 
wooden porches, long casement windows with elaborate hood moldings, and 
various groups of s t a tua ry  on the  roofs. An enlarged center  sect ion was 
shown t o  be fronted by a massive t e t r a s t y l e  Greek Doric pedimented portico.  
There i s  some question as t o  whether t h i s  portico was par t  of the  Lind 
and Murdock scheme o r  an addi t ion made during the l i fe t ime  of Thomas 
Swann, S r .  I n  any case,  the  house was remodeled e s sen t i a l l y  a s  planned 
except t h a t  only the  bases of three  towers were b u i l t  and the  s ta tuary  was 
omitted. One of the smaller towers was completed but l a t e r  removed. 

Further addit ions t o  the house were made during the  occupancy of Thomas 
Swann's daughter and her husband, D r .  Shirley Carter. These included some 
service  rooms and a l a rge  octagonal-ended music room attached to the  r ea r  
of the  center  section.  The'house was again enlarged following i t s  acquisi-
t ion  by Westmoreland Davis i n  1903, but the  exact nature of Davis's changes 
has not been d e f i n i t e l y  established.  He may have been responsible fo r  
increasing the  connections between the  wings and the  cen te r  sec t ion  t o  
two f u l l  s t o r i e s ,  as they a re  shown as only one-story high on the Lind 
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One of V i r g i n i a ' s  most impressive c o u n t r y ~ s e a t s ,Morven Park was t h e  home 
of Westmoreland Davis, governor of Vi rg in ia  from 1918 t o  1922. The e s t a t e  
f o c a l  poin t  is a sprawling Greek Revival mansion d ramat i ca l ly  s e t  a g a i n s t  
t he  base  of t h e  southern end of t h e  Ca toc t in  Mountain range. The house i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i ts  evolut ionary  developnent; it grew from a small  l a t e -
eighteenth-century f i e l d s t o n e  co t t age  t o  i ts  present  appearance through 
a s e r i e s  o f  a l t e r a t i o n s  extending over  a one hundred-year period r e f l e c t i n  
the  t a s t e s  and s t a t u s  of i t s  var ious  owners. Ui th  t h e  house 's  ex tens ive  
facade and massive Doric por t i co ,  t h e  mountain a s  a backdrop, and the  
sweeping f i e l d s  i n  t h e  foreground, few scenes i n  t h e  Commonwealth provide 
so  romantic a p i c t u r e  of Southern grandeur. 

The e a r l i e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  house da tes  from around 1780 and was purchased 
along wi th  262 ac res  i n  1808 by Judge Thomas Swann from Wilson Cary Selden 
o f  Exeter  p l an ta t ion .  Judge Swann enlarged t h e  house cons iderably  and in-
creased  t h e  s i z e  o f  the  e s t a t e  t o  1400 ac res .  I n  1840 Morven Park was 
i n h e r i t e d  by  Judge Swann's son, Thomas Swann, Jr., o f  Baltimore. Dis t in-
guished i n  pub l i c  a f f a i r s ,  Thomas Swann served a s  mayor of Baltimore, 
governor o f  Maryland, a United S t a t e s  congressman, a s  we l l  a s  p res iden t  o f  
the  Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.  Following h i s  a c q u i s i t i o n  of MONen Park 
he cormnissioned t h e  Baltimore a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm of Lind and Murdock t o  
remodel t h e  house i n t o  a grandiose combination of Greek Revival and I t a l i a n  
V i l l a  s t y l e s .  Except f o r  t h e  omission of th ree  I t a l i a n a t e  towers and some 
minor d e t a i l s ,  t h e  scheme was c a r r i e d  o u t  gene ra l ly  a s  planned. 

Giving up h i s  New York law p r a c t i c e  when he acquired Morven Park, Davis 
s e t  about t o  become a Vi rg in ia  p l a n t e r  and make Morven Park a l a v i s h  
Edwardian e s t a t e .  He became a breeder  of p r i z e  l i v e s t o c k  and was a c t i v e  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a f f a i r s ,  serv ing  a s  p res iden t  of the  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  
~ a r m e r s 'Associa t ion  and p res iden t  of t h e  Southern P l a n t e r .  M r s .  Davis 
concentrated he r  e f f o r t s  a t  Korven Park on e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  extens ive  
formal gardens, some of t h e  most notable  i n  the  s t a t e .  Together t h e  Davise:~ 
s e t  a s tandard  f o r  h o s p i t a l i t y  and l i v i n g  on a grand s c a l e  t h a t  had had few 
equals  i n  twentieth-century Virg in ia .  
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Thomas Swann, Jr. d ied  i n  1883. H i s  daughter ,  Mary Mercer Car t e r ,  w i fe  of 
C. S h i r l e y  Car t e r ,  was the  l a s t  member of t h e  Swann fami ly  t o  l i v e  a t  
Morven Park. She oold t h e  proper ty  i n  1898 t o  Mary Theresa Rush Howell 
who i n  t u r n  deeded i t  t o  E l i zabe th  H. Sco t t .  I n  1903 Westmoreland Davis, 
a former Richmond n a t i v e ,  purchased Morven Park from E. B. White. 

1 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

Morven Park has recently been extensively renovated and now serves as a 

museum complex. The house has been restored to the appearance of Westmore- !
i 

land Davis's ownership and contains many of the Davis furnishings. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

In 1955 M r s .  Davis es tabl ished the  westmoreland Davis Foundation, Incorporated 
t o  make Morven Park a c u l t u r a l  center. The house and gardens were renovated 
and opened to  the  public i n  1967. The e s t a t e  now has ho r t i cu l tu r a l  exhibi ts ,  
nature t r a i l s ,  and an antique carr iage col lect ion,  and is a l so  the  home of 
the  Morven Park Internat ional  Equestrian In s t i t u t e .  
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